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good roads, and other symptoms of a greater
attention to agricultural improvement than we
had witnessed in the neglected waste which we
had just quitted. Acre was now full in sight;
but as the sun was nearly set, and there
jwas no hope of gaining admittance through the
gates after dark, it became necessary to think
of some halting-place. We turned off, there-
fore, to the village of El Mufshoor, near a fine
aqueduct on our left, and found a hospitable
shelter there, among a peasant's family, with
whom we took up our lodging for the night.
The village in which we were received con-
sisted only of a few cottages, but these were
in general large and well built of stone. * The
one beneath the roof of which we had taken
shelter was at least forty feet square, and fifteen
feet.high. Besides its outer walls, there were two
inner divisions of two arches each, uniformly
and strongly constructed; and these* with the
walls themselves, supported a flat roof of beams
and brushwood laid over the whole, its upper
part being terraced with lime or mortar* As
these arcades went longitudinally through the
building, there were formed three separate com-
partments in it, in the first of which, beginning
from the left, where the door was, were stalled
four oxen, some sheep,- our two mules, and an
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